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Comparisons of maternal employment rates with very young children are difficult to make as many
Mothers often withdraw from work during the first 30 to 36 months of their children’s lives -- via paid
leave schemes or career breaks or both -- and then return to paid work. In principle, all women on
maternity leave are counted as employed. EU-guidelines stipulate counting parents as employed when they are
on parental leave for less than 3 months or with continual receipt of a significant portion of previous earnings (at
least 50%). However, national treatment of parental leave varies widely. For example, many parents on parental
leave in Austria (up to 2 years) are counted as employed, while leave is technically unpaid (there is an income
support benefit for all parents with a child not yet 30 months old, (see indicator PF7). By contrast, many of the
parents in Finland on home-care leave (which is often taken when the child is 1 to 3 years of age) are often not
included in the employment statistics.
Maternal participation in the workforce is typically lower for mothers with very young children. This can be
related to different factors including long parental leave periods and differences in workforce
participation between older and younger generations of women.
As data on maternal employment are not collected on a regular basis by the OECD, data sources and years of
reference vary across countries. These differences need to be taken into account whilst making comparisons.
Data for Australia are from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (2005); Canadian data is sourced from Statistics
Canada (2001); data for Denmark come from Statistics Denmark (1999); data for Finland come from Statistics
Finland (2002); data for Iceland comes from Statistics Iceland (2002 for women age 25-54); data from Japan has
been provided by the Japanese national census (2005), Swiss data are from the Swiss LFS (2006); data for the
UK are from the UK office of National Statistics (2005) and for the US they come from the US Current
population survey (2005); all other EU-countries come from the European Labour Force Survey and are for

2005, except for Italy which concerns 2003.
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